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Executive Summary

Seven member organizations from different service sectors
comprise the Consortium for Opioid Response Engagement—
East Central Indiana (CORE-ECI) formed by Purdue University in
2021 to fight the opioid epidemic by strengthening and
expanding substance use disorder (SUD) prevention, treatment
and recovery services in Blackford County and Jay County.

The three-year CORE-ECI program will implement evidence-
based interventions that align with the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services’ Five-point Strategy to Combat the
Opioid Crisis. The ultimate goal of the work is to enable
individuals living in these communities to achieve long-term
recovery. Purdue manages the community-level engagement
with IU Health serving as the consortium's clinical lead.

Approach

The consortium will work with community stakeholders using a
three-pronged approach that identifies prevention strategies as
well as reimagines ways to connect struggling individuals and
families to SUD treatment and recovery services.

CORE-ECI will remove barriers to prevention, treatment and
recovery that impact health outcomes, and build on the
strengths of the communities.

Purdue’s role is to help Blackford and Jay Counties realize a
collective vision by facilitating strategies designed to produce
measurable outcomes and building a shared capacity between
them that will sustain gains beyond the grant period.
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1. Build sustainable consortium of
stakeholders to combat the opioid crisis

2. Interrupt intergenerational cycle of
addiction through early intervention of
children, adolescents and families with
a focus on the individual, interpersonal,
community, and societal influences
that produce health disparities, stigma
and bias, and cultural insensitivities

3. Embed evidence-based prevention,
treatment and recovery services into a
seamless community-based system of
care for both counties through process
design and improvement

4. Increase access to medication-assisted
treatment (MAT) for opioid addiction

e Purdue University—Purdue Healthcare
Advisors and Purdue Extension

e |U Health Blackford Hospital
e |U Health Jay Hospital

e Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition

e Hester Hollis Concern Center

e Blackford County Community
Corrections

e A Better Life-Brianna’s Hope

Cathy Scott, CORE-ECI Program Director
(academics), Co-Pl; 765-496-2001;
catherine-scott@purdue.edu

Melanie Cline, Principal Investigator (Pl) &
Strategy Lead; 317-389-0530;
cline3@purdue.edu

Kimbra Reynolds, CORE-ECI Program
Director (community), Co-Pl; 260-251-
3259 x1002; kimbra@jcdpc.org

Jenny VanSkyock, Clinical Lead; 765-747-
3212; jvanskyock@iuhealth.org

Jeanine Parsch, Communications; 765-337
-7047; jeanine@purdue.edu

Regina Pilotte, Data Coordinator; 765-543-
2898; rpilotte@purdue.edu

Anne Hazlett, Public Affairs

Vicki Simpson and Zachary Hass,
Evaluators

CORE-ECl is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of an award
totaling nearly S1M. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by HRSA, HHS, or the U.S.

Government. For more information, please visit HRSA.gov.



http://www.pha.purdue.edu
http://www.pha.purdue.edu
https://iuhealth.org/find-locations/iu-health-blackford-hospital
https://iuhealth.org/find-locations/iu-health-jay-hospital
https://www.jcdpc.org/
http://www.cornerstone.org/about.aspx
https://www.blackfordcounty.com/community-corrections
https://www.blackfordcounty.com/community-corrections
https://www.facebook.com/ABetterLifeBriannasHope/
https://www.hhs.gov/opioids/about-the-epidemic/hhs-response/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/opioids/about-the-epidemic/hhs-response/index.html
mailto:catherine-scott@purdue.edu?subject=CORE-ECI%20Inquiry
mailto:cline3@purdue.edu?subject=CORE-ECI%20Inquiry
mailto:kimbra@jcdpc.org?subject=CORE-ECI%20Inquiry
mailto:jvanskyock@iuhealth.org?subject=CORE-ECI%20Inquiry
mailto:jeanine@purdue.edu?subject=CORE-ECI%20Inquiry
mailto:rpilotte@purdue.edu?subject=CORE-ECI%20Inquiry

5-Point Strategy To Combat the Opioid
Crisis

In 2017, HHS launched a comprehensive 5-Point Strategy-PDF to empower local communities on the

frontlines. The opioid epidemic is one of the Department’s top priorities; through the 5-Point Strategy and
HHS5’s Agency Priority Goal of Reducing Opioid Morbidity and Mortality, the Department continues to focus on
most effective efforts for addressing opioid use disorder.
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